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Estate manager’s desk :

Dietrich Steenkamp
Estate Manager

021 843 3880
dietrich@dewijnlanden.co.za

With winter fast approaching and hopefully some much needed rain on the way, I would like to remind homeowners that water tanks are not allowed to 
be visible from the road. We are in the process of addressing this issue as there are more than a few non-compliant installation in the estate. 
We would like to encourage homeowners to consult with us before doing water tank installations to prevent any future cost of re-installations.

With our Estate App and VMS pre-clearance codes now in full operation, we have reduced the average processing time per visitors with pre-clearance 
codes, to under forty seconds. Once fully utilized, this tool will save us more than four hours per day and there will be a huge cost saving on phone 
calls.  If you are still experiencing difficulty with the Glovent service, please do not hesitate to contact me.

We are busy updating the events calendar on the GLOPortal App with the winter programme.  This will keep you informed of all upcoming social events. 
I am looking forward to see you at the De Wijnlanden estate welcoming Spitbraai on the 17 March.  Please don’t forget to RSVP!  
Hopefully by then the Stormers would have found their rhythm!    
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IMPORTANT NUMBERS: Estate Security 

021 843 3450

De Wijnlanden Intercom Number

087 828 8555 (Save this number)

Estate Manager (Dietrich Steenkamp)      

021 843 3880

Police

10111

Ambulance 

10177

Stellenbosch Medi-Clinic

021 861 2000

Veterinarian (Tygerberg Animal Hospital) 24/7   

021 851 5739 
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Well winter is around the corner now and we hope for some rain…..
1. Water:  Regarding the vote that went out to the estate as to whether the HOW should consider alternative water planning:
a. 35.12 % of the estate were for some type of estate water provisioning
b. 5.37% of the estate were against taking this responsibility away from the City Council, either because some homes had already established 
their own systems, or felt that City must be forced to deliver on their responsibilities with regards to basic services.
c. 40% of the estate responded overall
d. It must be noted that with the current water pressure management that City has instituted daily that about 30 of the homes on the higher 
part of the estate are currently without water except for the periods between 7 and 9 each day.  While this has been “survivable” in summer, it 
will be much more difficult in winter, as geysers need to fill and heat water.  In addition, we have noted toilet systems beginning to block up, and 
geysers showing signs of failure if they have been left on without water in them.
The trustees have therefore approached the City Council to discuss next steps. Overall the City have been very supportive, preferring to support 
the complete estate in such alternative water planning, as they do not condone individual homes permanently providing for their own drinking 
water via their plumbing as this becomes impossible for them to manage to the pre-determined quality levels (potentially even having to be re-
moved at time of the sale of the home).  The HOA have formally asked for indicative permission to supply own potable water to the homes via 
the existing reticulation, and then also requested a statement from City on the water pipe maintenance and the water meters at each home.  City 
also appears happy to continue under such models to provide supplementary or top-up water to the estate as and when they have it.  The City 
has also offered to comment on their view of the sustainability of the estates’ water sources, based on their geological analysis and surveys over 
the last years.  Once we have these answers, we will revert to the estate formally as to how to proceed, and sharing of the resulting business 
case (Estate provided water vs City provided water costs in the longer term).  Since we are now working with the City side of the governance in 
this regard, it is moving slightly slower, but fortunately day zero has also moved out a little…for now!  Since the forecast is for this to be a multi-
year situation, we must continue to 
plan our alternatives.  

TRUSTEES CORNER :
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Planning for options is roughly illustrated as follows – more info to come:
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SHOULD YOU CONSIDER SELLING, 
BUYING OR LETTING

CONTACT THE SEEFF TEAM

Kotie Bezuidenhout 
Cell: 083 286 9461

Office: 021 843 3438

Lara Maritz
Cell: 083 407 7271

Karen van Niekerk
Cell: 083 303 8568

Jana Heunis 
Cell: 074 520 4747

Need private space for meeting 
or training close to

 De Wijnlanden?

 
VJC

BOARDROOM
 is available to rent per hour/day

 Offers:  
 

*6 seater
*Aircon

* 24” TV Screen, 
able to connect to 

laptops/tablets with HDMI or VGA
* Coffee/Tea
* WiFi (Fibre)

* Printing (at additional fee)
* Flip chart

 

 Price (Excl.vat)
 

R 200 per hour
Halfday R 450 (max 4 hours)
Full day R 900 (max 8 hours)

Boardroom available 
Monday - Saturdays
 from 08:00 - 18:00.

 

 Address
Retail 24, De Werf 2

Bookings & Enquiries
 email: admin@vjc.co.za or

 phone 021 843 3849



As Summer hopefully draws to its end it is time to re-assess what 
remains of our gardens. Take a walk around your neighbourhood 
and take photos and make notes of plants and water saving 
ideas. Passionate gardeners have not stopped gardening – they 
are just having to be smarter with their plant choices. Many of us 
have busy lifestyles and so a low maintenance garden is a must 
as well as the need for hardy, drought tolerant plants. 
Top of the list of hardy and waterwise De Wijnlanden plants has 
to be the aloe.  The Aloe family consist of so many varieties both 
large and small that we are spoilt for choice and there is truly an 
aloe for every garden. A tough and hardy plant that is planted for 
both its architectural lines and spectacular Winter flowers that are 
magnets for birds and bees. 
South Africa boasts one of the richest and most diverse plant 
kingdoms on the planet. Few other countries in the world have 
so many drought-tolerant plants. But apart from planting species 
with drought-tolerant features, we can also reduce water con-
sumption by, for example, installing water storage tanks to har-
vest rain water from our roofs and reducing our water thirsty lawn 
areas.
Any hard landscaping changes can now be made but resist 
the urge to splurge on plants until April or when the rains begin. 
Please be aware that even water wise plants are going to require 
some water for the first year or so in order to establish them-
selves. If your garden is large tackle a manageable area at a time 
so that you can focus your attention and grey water in one area. 
It is always best to make use of indigenous plants, in other words 
plants adapted to the local conditions and climate. Gardening 
in harmony with our environment brings conservation into our 
gardens. It also attracts local indigenous birds, lizards, frogs and 
various insects. When dry periods come (as we are currently ex-
periencing), these plants are more likely to survive much water.
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De Wijnlanden garden corner



083 320 1145
021 830 5848
susan@dewijnlandenrealty.co.za
magnerproperties.co.za

Susan Magner
Principal

The Business Centre, 1 Bridgeways Road, Century City

082 926 2836
021 830 5848
inge@dewijnlandenrealty.co.za
magnerproperties.co.za

Inge Relling
Resident Agent

13 Almond Grove, De Wijnlanden.

Downscaling ? Family looking for a home nearby ? Look no further. 
Stunning brand new 3 bedroom double story house for sale in Aan De Wijnlanden for R 2 195 000.
Will sell fast !! Viewing by appointment only.  Call your estate experts today for all things property.



Dog Free-Run Area 

 

Dear homeowners and residents of De Wijnlanden, 

We have identified an area of De Wijnlanden where dogs can be run off-the-leash.  Please see the 
diagram below, to find it.  The edges of the area are marked by signs, indicating the boundaries.  It 
begins below the compost heaps, and reaches over to the boundary next to de Werf 

 

 

In order for us to operate as a community, with happiness, respect, and peace, we must however 
consider a few rules and guidelines which bind everyone: 

1. If the springbok are in the area, then do NOT release your dogs. 
2. Your dog, and the consequences of running it free, are your responsibility as per the HOA 

Constitution and associated Rules – i.e. if there is another bigger or smaller dog in the area, 
please take responsibility and reign in your dog/s, until the risk has passed. 

Since this area is now demarcated, any dog found running free in the rest of the estate will attract an 
immediate fine for its owner – there have recently been many dogs gaining illicit freedom in the 
streets and around the dams where our new baby springbok are meeting the world. 
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NEW PICNIC AND (GAS)BRAAI AREA ON THE ESTATE 

A new shady picnic and gasbraai area for use by all 
residents of the estate has recently been created on the 
north-western edge of the amphitheatre (in the Darter’s 
dam area off Simons Way).  The provision of more shad-
ed sitting areas was the most popular requested item in 
the March 2017 survey of owners and residents.

The area was selected because of the beautiful view that it 
affords over the amphitheatre to the mountains beyond, 
without intruding on nearby homes.  The idea is for it 
to be used for small group picnics, or for sundowners or 
for just sitting and enjoying the view!  Facilities available 
include a table and benches and a built in two burner 
gasbraai. The latter can be used to cook wors, hamburger 
patties or simple braaivleis for 6 to 8 people. 

This facility was made possible through a generous do-
nation from one of our home owners (Chris Willcox) in 
memory of his late wife - Ginny = “who lived her dream 
here”.  Some of you may remember her.  She is also re-
membered by way of a small plaque at the braai. Through 
this facility we will all have the opportunity to share the 
dream and enjoy what De Wijnlanden offers.

The braai is generally locked, and the key can be obtained 
from security to be returned within 24 hours. Without 
use of the braai, the key is not required.  All we ask is for 
you to leave the facility in the same (clean) condition that 
you found it.  Gas is supplied.  The instructions for the 
gasbraai and the rules for using it are in the braai unit.  

Please try it out!
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De Wijnlanden Drought Tolerant Plant Of The Month
ALOE
Aloe Striata
Common name: Coral Aloe (English); Blouaalwyn (Afrikaans)

There are a few of these on the estate – not as many as 
we would like but we will definitely be propagating and 
planting more when we can.
Aloe striata is a stemless aloe with blue green leaves. 
Attractive coral red flowers are borne during the winter 
months on tall flat-topped inflorescences. The leaves of 
this species lack the spines common on most Aloe and 
instead have a smooth attractive pinkish margin with-
out any teeth. 
As with most aloes, the plants provide nectar during 
winter which is an important source of food for the 
attractive sunbirds and many other nectivorous birds 
during the cooler period of the year when food is not 
readily available.
Aloe striata is a popular and most rewarding garden 
plant. It is relatively easy to cultivate under a wide 
variety of climatic conditions provided it is planted in 
a well-drained situation in full sun and given adequate 
water but not over-watered. It can withstand extreme 
drought. This species is not only very showy when in 
flower but also during the rest of the year on account 
of its attractive foliage.
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What to expect from the property market in 2018
The property market has shifted notably over the last 18 months as the fall-out from the weak political and economic 
climate, poor growth and credit downgrades continue.  Where it was a sellers’ market until early last year, there has been 
a progressive shift this year which has manifested in lower demand, rising stock levels combined with a decline in buyer 
confidence, flat price growth and deals taking longer to conclude.

The outcome is that we head into 2018 with a buyer’s market for most areas.  It is concerning to most agents that there is 
still a lag on the sellers’ side of the equation, with price expectations out of step with the market. The result, is an overall 
weaker market with low levels of liquidity that now favours buyers in most areas.
Overall, the market is down by about 15%-20% from the 2015-highs. Yet, we operated in 2017 with slightly improved fundamentals 
compared to 2016, being a lower repo rate (6.75% vs 7% in 2016) and slower inflation (5.3% vs 6.5% in 2016),
According to property experts, the reported slow-down in ‘semigration’ is also attributable to the slow rate of sales in other 
provinces combined with the high prices in the Cape – which has now also put a dampener on this market.

Finance minister Malusi Gigaba painted a subdued outlook in his mini budget, and that the country is in for a tough economy 
and property market in 2018. While by no means gloom and doom, it is a period of prudence ahead for property, he said.  While 
looking forward to a busier summer period, especially the first part of the year when there is always higher activity, the 
biggest challenge for the economy and market remains the unstable political climate and poor economic decisions making.
That said, history has shown SA property to be a good investment with growth rates that generally outpace inflation during 
a positive economic phase as we have seen over the last few years - property remains a good investment, especially if it is 
your primary home.

Regardless of the state of the economy, there will always be people who need to buy or sell for a variety of reasons and 
there is opportunity in every market. Every economy and property market goes through cycles and it is always best to 
take a long-term view.

Adapted by Susan Magner of De Wijnlanden Realty from businesstech.co.za/what-to-expect-from-south-africas-property-market-in-2018
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Wow can’t believe we are already almost 3 weeks away from the end of our very busy and fun filled first term of 2018.
Our little newcomers to the school have settled in so well and are already very much part of the DWK family. 
This month we celebrated Valentines Day with our very successful Date Night fundraiser which gave our parents a 
chance to get some quality time in whilst the teachers looked after their kiddies at school. Between the Parents and the 
Kiddies I’m not too sure who had the better time especially as the kiddies got to enjoy a pizza, popcorn and a movie. 
Next term we will definitely be having another Date Night so watch this space as all children from the Estate are welcome 
whether they attend the school or not. We have one more big surprise and celebration coming up for the kiddies before 
the end of the term and that is our traditional Easter Egg hunt and party which will take place on the 28th of March which 
is the last day of the term.   And of course no Easter party would be the same without a surprise visit from our favourite 
bunny which always goes down a treat.

We recently held our first AGM meeting for 2018 where the new committee for 2018 was voted for. I would just like to 
send my congratulations to Lida van Staden, Vivien van der Merwe, Gabrielle Gericke, Annemi Stone, Mandy Marshall 
and Angelique Visser. It was also decided that it would be beneficial to the school if  I was also voted in as a member of 
the committee. I feel very honoured and look forward to working alongside the new committee. As I have said before we 
truely are blessed here at DWK to have such helpful and dedicated parents who never hesitate to step up and give us 
their time and help where they can.  

As well as being a very exciting and busy term so far we also received some very upsetting and sad news. Unfortunately 
our Uiltjies teacher, Caryl Currin,  will be leaving us at the end of the term. Teacher Caryl has been given the opportunity 
to do remedial teaching and tutoring as from next term and as this is a level of teaching that she is extremely passionate 
about she cannot let this opportunity pass her by.  Even though Caryl has only been with us since last April she has 
already made such a difference to our little school and our little Uiljies have already learnt so much from her. She has 
been such an inspiration to both the teachers, assistants and the kiddies and we are going to miss her so much but 
wish her all the best in her new adventure.  The new Uiljies Teacher will most definitely have big shoes to full but we are 
confident that we will find someone just as passionate and dedicated as Teacher Caryl.

Our doors at De Wijnlanden Kids are always open and we welcome you to come and have a look around anytime and 
meet our wonderful teachers and children.

Yours sincerely
Moira Baker
DWK Principle

NEWS FROM DE WIJNLANDEN KIDS
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